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Dr. Sherlock g &c. 


To the Reader. 


WE: Conſtruttions have been put upom Dr. S—k's late Book concerning the 


Oaths, I need not multiply words to acquaint you : 
has been more over-ſeen, or more ſeen-over within he 


But my Opinion as, that be 
e few years than in all bu Life 


ore : 1 have only _——- the Preface of bis Book, not thinking it worth my | 
labour to anſwer the Book it ſelf, which would ſwell too big. T preſuppoſe be will be 


dipleaſed at what I have done, but it us all a caſe to me, for I def 


no ill init, onl 


to let bim ſee that the World takes notice of his Aftions, and that my Bookſeller may be | 


ſet on work as well as bys. 


N the firſt Page of his Preface he begins with 
[ theſe words. 

Doctor. I need not acquaint the World with 
the occaſion of Publiſhing ths Book, which in- 
deed i extorted from me by the Rude Clamours 
and Unchriftan Cenſures of ſome,and the earneſt 
Importunities of others. 

Paraphraſed. T am aſham'd ro let the World 
ſee my Folly in Print, but am compelP'd toir, fo 
many buſie Tongues having buz'd it abour the 
Town, to the' utter Ruine of my Reputation 2 
My W=---fe and ſome near Friends have impor- 


tuned me to publiſh my Reaſons, for Non and 
Conforming to the Oaths. 

DoCct.2. My taking the Oaths of Allegiance to 
Keng William and Queen Mary, after ſo long a 
Refiel has occaſioned a 2reat deal of Talk, and 
a great many uncharitable Gueſſes about it, Fa- 
Aion and blind Jeal always wanting either the 
Wit, or the Good will to gueſs right. 

Paraph. My complying with the Oaths by 
my W---fes Inſtigation, contrary to my Con=| 
ſcience, in hopes of a Mitre, has given good mat- 
ter for the Judicious to reflect upon my Pros 

A2 ceedings ; 


dings; gueſſing exactly at the Reaſons, 
oyalry and Religion always wanting either rhe 

odeſty or Ingenuity to be led Blindfold. 

Anſ{w. Good Doctor, be not ſo angry *at fo 
mall a marter as a Report of uncharitable 

ueflers, as you are pleaſed to call them ; 1n- 
Jeed it is no Marter of Admiration, for what Man 
pf Sence can be filent and not refle&t upon fuch 
Strange Pyoceedings as thefeot yours. Firtt you 

ill not take rhe Oarhs, ill after mature Deli- 
deration, or ſome other Reaſon, you have at All, 
ard Swear Right or Rong :- If the Oarhs were 

awful, why did you not take them before, 
zxere being time enough ro conſider of fo 

eighty an Afﬀair, and fo Learned a Man as 
Dr. $----:, one would think, needed not a 
Schoo maſter nor a Counſellor in this Matrer ; 
ind if rhe Oarhs were not Lawful,” why did you 
ale them now ? « Was your Confetence more 

ender then, or was the Perſwafions of a W---fe 
now the greater Perſwaſfive, to one or the other ? 
May not People with good reaſon ſay, you act 
againit the Dictares of your own Conſcience , 
having formerly preached againtt what you now 
aCt ; and att now for Interett-ſake, againſt what 
you w.th ſo much Zeal formerly preached. 

Doct. 3. One would have thought it the eff 
probable Conjetrre, that a Man who had for- 
ited all by Preferments by refuſing the Oath, 
and had for ever loſt them, had not the Govern- 
ment been more mild and gentle in delaying the 

xecution of the Law, acted very honeſtly and 
Incerely init; and if fo, that there i alſo good 
Reaſon to believe, that if the ſame Perſon takes 
Oaths, he afts honeſtly in that too; for what 
Reaſon n there to ſuſpet, that he who would not 
Sear againſt the preſent Perſwaſion of hu.Con- 
cience, to keep hy Preferments, ſhould Swear 
ezainſt his ence to get them again ? 
Paraph. IT had fully perſwaded my felf, 
that the World would think, becauſe I had 
hike to have loſt my place for not taking 
the Oaths half a year ago, I was a Real and 
Honeſt Man : Thar being preſuppoſed,the y migat 
with good reaſon likewiſe entertain that Honeſt 
Credibility of me now I have taken rhe Oath, 
which Ideclare at firlt my Conſcience would not 
fuffe; me ro. do; for who could think I would 
do any thing againſt my Conſcience? 

Anſw, Under Correction Doctor , give me 
leave to propoſe two things, which I offer to 
your Serious Conſideration. 

Firft, If you had a Servant in your Houſe, to 
wham you had revealed a Secret concerning 
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your Life, and he.had Fathfully Sworn to con- 
ceal it from all Perſons Living ; now ſuppoſe 
you was gone over to F=—, and-had 

Son in Poſſeflion of your Goods, and this afore- 
ſaid Servant with your Son ; if after you were 
gone, your Son ſhould go to rhis Servan, 
and refl him, if he would not reveal this Secret 
which he had Sworn to keep; he would turn him 


-out of his Seryice; and'ſo rtatens him ffom 


rime to time, (tho ſuffers him ſtill ro enjoy the 
Benefits of his place) but he holds our againkt 
his Maſters Threats and Promifes, knowing in 
his Conſcience if he did it he was Perjur'd; 
yet at length by rhe Importumry of tome 
Friends he reveals it, and took another con- 
trary to the former (being firſt promiſed Prefer- 
ment) to your Son; who at yaur return ac: 
quaints you with rhe whole Matter : Now how 
could ſuch a Servant look you in the Face? or 
with what Indignation would you look upon 
him 2 Would you not turn him out of your Ser- 
vice? ourof your Doors ? Baniſh him from your 
_ and Brand him with rhe Odiovs Epither 
P E RF U RE R? Nay your Son would-nor 
truſt him any farther than he could ſee him; 
becauſe he that will act againſt his Conſcience 
once, why may he nor do it always when occafion 
offers. | | 
Secondly, Suppoſe this Servant, to excuſe him- 
ſelf, ſhould alledge, rhar he expected you would 
never return; he waited long for your coming, 
and delay'd rhe rime in hopes of it; his Cot 
ſcience was roo Tender to reveal rhe Secret at 
firſt, bur the Threats of his Maſter, and In- 
portuniry of Friends, he judged a Marter of 
Moment enough to excuſe his Infideliry.to you, 


and his taking a new Oath in oppoſition to the 


former. So that he revealed your Secret with 
as ſafe a Conſcience as before he concealed it. 
Now Doctor, if rhere be any ſuch thing as Con- 
ſcience in Man, ſpeak, or ar leaſt rhink fincerely 
if this Servant was to he truſted ? If he was fidt 
ro be rejected of all Men ? And if his Conſcience 
was not Seared ? Could you-ever Love that Nan, 
or truft him again? Sure no. Juſt even ſo, or 
not much different from it, is the Caſe of Dr. 
$-—-k, who takes ir for a Maxim, that he who 
will not Swear againſt the Preſent Perſwaſion of 
his.Conſcience to keep his Preferments, will not 
Swear again{t his Conſcience to get them again: 
Now where the Senſe of this is no Man cantell; 
for you muſt either have a pair of Conſciences, 
or elſe Swear againſt the Light of your fin 
one, For firſt you would not take my 
C4uic 
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hecauſe it was againſt your Conſcience ; and 
then you would rake it, becaaſe you were fatis- 
fed in your Conſcience rhar you might lawfully 
Þ it. Whar a ftrange Conſcience 1s here! In- 
led Doctor, I think in my opinion that your 
Conſcience is ſtrerch*d within this Twelve Month, 
orete you then ſeemed more nice than you need 
to haye done. 

Dodt. 4. I do not know that T have given the 
Wirld any juſf occaſion to mark me out for a 
Diſoneſt Man or a Fool; I may be miſtaken, 
ind ſo may any body elſe, rho never ſo Wile and 
Hmeſt + but this I am ſure of, that I never 
aell with mora Sincerity im any Affair of my 
phole Life, than T have done in thy Matter, 
from the beginning to the end; and whether 1 
hare Reaſon for What 1 do, T refer to the tryal 
of _ DUogle : 

Paraph. I 'never_ before this gave the World 
xy Juft occaſion. of Scandal, I may be vvillfully 
miſtaken, and ſo may any body elſe, if Selt- 
ntereſted ; bur this I am certain of, I never acted 
wth more Subrilry in any Afﬀair in my whole Life, 
fom the firſt hour of my Birth, ro the Date 
hereof, and vyhether T had Reaſon for vvhar I 
4d, ler the Self-inrereſted Judge. 

Anſw. Indeed Doctor the World mutt own, 
tar you never gave ſuch a Manifeft Proof of 

Weakneſs as novy, and I am Truly Sorry 

this ; had you taken rhe Oarh at firſt vvith- 
ourScruple of Conſcience as you did novy, you 
tad ated vvell and like a good Subject ; but 
boyycan their Majeities confide in a Man vvith 
apair of Conſciences, one to take the Oarh, and 
the other ro ler ir. alone 2 Really DoCtor, you 
ms /asT may fo ſay) very-mnch overſeen, vvill 
rotthe World ſay Intereſt vvas the main Ground 
of your taking the Oath? by vvhich you give 
matter for your Enemies ro Triumph, your Fro- 
fefion you lay open to Reproach and Scandal ; 
ad give a very bad Example to all Men. 

Do&. 5. The Truth #, tho I refuſed to take 
the Oaths, I never Ingeged in any Fattion 
ainſt 1t: I never made it my huſineſs to 
iſmade Men fromit ; when my Opinion was 
aked, I declared my owfi thought, but I never 
jngbe out Men to make Proſel. tes. 

araph. Tho 1 declared, and every Body 
knevy, that I vyould not take the Oaths, I 
never publickly Preached againſt it, nor raiſed 
:Tumuk to kinder it; tho my Conſcience vvas 
then roo Tender to take ir ; but I, vvhen my 
*ntiments yvyere asked, vvould declare my 
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thoughts, vvhich vvere, that I could not inCon- 
ſcience, nor vvould take it. bu 

An{iv. Novv Dottor, you ſay you never In- 
giged in any Faction againſt ir, nor made it your 
Buſineſs ro difſwade Men from it, yer gave your 
Opinton, but ſought not . ro make Proſelites. 
It you gave your Opinion your opinion vvas then, 
thar it could nor vvith'a ſafe Conſcience be raken ; 
and if this vvas your Opinion, as you cannot 
deny bur it vvas, then Men as'ced your Opinion 
to no purpoſe, and did not regard vvhat your 
Opinion vvas {(vvhich is altogether and really 
improbable) or elſe you mutt of neceflity make 
Profelites, and bring Men ov:r to your Opinion, 
vyiich you here deny ; for if you vvas unwilling 
to make Profelites, vvty did you declare your 
op:nion affirmatively, and not dubiouſly, vvhich 
you d1q not, I preſume, bing in your opinion 
poſitively right, tho novv it appears by your own 
vvards you vvere poſitively rong. And certainly 
any Man that vvas dubious, receiving your poſt- 
tive opinion, mutt of nece:lity be a Profclite, 
(contrary to your vvord} for vvho vvould call in 
queſtion vvhar came from the Mouth (and Heart 
too} of Dr, $—-k. 

Doct. 6. Whzle I thought it an ill thing, T 
was ſecretly concerned that ſome of my Intimate 
Friends had taken the Oaths, %c. 

An/w. This Paragraph, Doctor; begins v-itl 
theſe vvords, Here you are concern'd that they 
rook the Oaths, and then by and by you believe 
them to be Honeſt Men, and that they acted 
Honeſtly roo. This is a ftrange Paradox, that 
Dr. S$-----k ſhould be concerned at Mens Actions, . 
vyhen at the ſame time he vvyas ſatisfied they 
acted Honeltly, rhis looks nor ar all likea Mint 
{terial Zeal, neither do I beheve there is any Man: 
cf your Function, but vvhat vvill be apt ro caft 
a Smile vvhen they read theſe vvords' of yours, 
and conſtrue them {in a Sence contrary to vvhat 
you vvould have the World believe.) Pray, 
Doctor, do but ſee hovy your vvords agree ;; 
firit concerned at your Friends that had taken 
the Oarhs, rho art the ſame time you thought they- 
ated Honettly and vvith a good Conſcience roo ; 
yer tho you vvere ſatisfied in this Point, your 
Conſcience vvas ſo Tender as not to pzrmit you 
to do as they had done, tho you thought the 
acted Honeltly. Then you tell us you com- 
plied vrith the Government ſo far as you could 
vvith a good Conſcience, O Monſtrum! hor- 
rendum ). 


Doct. 


Doct. In the next place you tell us, 29 /ived 
Peaceably, and prayed for their Majeſties, ac- 
oording to the Apoſtles diretion, who gave di- 
reftions to pray for all in Yuthority, which they 
vi/ibly were. ; 

Anſw. As for your living peaceably, it was no 
more than what you ought to have done, neither 
durſt you do otherwiſe : And if you thought it 
lawful ro pray for Their Majeſties King William 
and Queen Mary ; why not as lawſul to take the 
Oaths at that time as now ? May not guy 
with Reaſon gueſs that you looked ( not to fay 
that you hoped ) for a Caraſtrophe of Afairs in 
England, and now you ſee no hopes of keeping 
your Place unleſs you take the Oaths, and Ire- 
land being es to Their Majeſties; and the 
late K. F. fled , you ſee no proſpect of his 
returning ; your Conſcience on a ſudden alters 
the property, and you that could not before 
Swear, can now do it with a fafe Conſcience : Oh 
Intereſt ! Intereſt ! how many Servants haſt thou ! 

Doct. 7. I did not refuſe the Oaths out of any 
Fonaneſs to King James his Government, nor Zeal 
for bu return ; which the preſent proſpet of Af- 

' fairs gives no Man who loves the Church of Eng- 
land, and the Liberty of his Country, any rea- 
ſon to wiſh, nor yet out of any Averſion to the 
Government of King William and Queen Mary : 
But againſt my own Inclinations and Intereſt, 
out of yore Principles of Conſcience, to comply 
with the Obligations of my former Oaths ; and 
that Duty which Subjefts owe to their Prince, 
which I then apprehended Irreconcileable with 
the new Oath. 

Paraphraſed——— I did not then Swear becauſe 
many of King F's. Friends had hopes of his 
return, and I was a little inclining that way too, 
and if he had come and I took the new Oaths, 
where had I been then ? Bur Their Majeſties 
King 1/l;:am and Queen Mary being fo mercy- 
ful as not to have me ſuſpended, till fuch rime as 
I faw it improbable, or rather impoſlible for my 
old Mr's. return ; though till that time I thought 
the old Oaths and the new ones Irceconcileable, 
yet now they agree very well, and I reſolve ne- 
mine contradicente to take them, tet the World 
cenſure as they pleaſe, Honeſty 1s not always the 
beſt Policy, for ſome rimes Policy 1s the beſt 
Honeſty. 

Anſw. Why all this ftickling and ſcruple of 
Conſcence, D:&or ? Did fo many Learned, Ju- 
Cicious, and unbtafſed Men, take the Oaths before 
you ? and think you that they who underſtood 


what they did, and bore as good a Conſciencey 


ou, would for Intereſt ſake act againſt their Con. 

ciences? and if you was not fatisfied in the | 
liry of the Oaths, rhey could have given you at- 
ple SarisfaCtion in that point 3 who, I preſume. 
did what they did, not without deliberation, and 
had as good Reaſon for taking the Oaths then, ix 
you had now. 

Doct. 8. I find the general Cry and ExpeRty. 
tion is, that Tſhould give my Reaſons, though why 
T ſhould be more obliged to give my Reaſons for 
—— than I was for not Swearing, I camut 
tell. 

Paraph. Some Men have of late, and do fil 
impatiently expect ro ſee my Reaſons for not tz. 
king the Oaths made publick, rhough I can gire 
no more reaſon for the taking of them now, 
tor rhe refuſing of them formerly ; and why 
ſhould I expoſe my Failings to the Cenſureg of 
reaſonable Men, who I fear will detect me. 

Anſw. Now, Dofor, the Reaſon why you 
ſhould give your Reaſons, more for your Swear- 
ing than for your not Swearing, is plain; [tho 
indeed yu ought for the ſake of your Reputati 
on to have done both } for the World a ſup- 
poſe, and were partly farisfied, why you did not 
take the Oaths ; bur after having fo long ſtood 
proof againſt the Reaſons and Perſuaſions of other 
Men, and yer at laſt ro take them, and give no 
Reaſon for 1t, will give the World reaſon to j 
partially of you ; and therefore for the ſake of 
your own Reputation, and { which is another 
main point, and ought ro be conſidered, if no- 
thing elſe ) others, who have nor yer taken the 
Oaths, ſeeing Dr. $ —þ had found Reaſons 


for what he did, would by your Example take * 


the Oarths likewiſe. If this is not Reaſon enough 
let the World judge. Though a little farther you 
ſay,if Reaſons were never ſo plentiful with you, yet 
you could hardly think it worth your while to 
write a Book to gratitie a meer Curiefity, but if 
my Reaſons to the contrary do not our ballance 
yours, let me know in Print, for Reaſon 1s, or 
at leaſt ought ro be,our North Point by which we 
muſt ſteer our Courſe, but I fear your Reaſon 
was over-ſwayed by an unreaſonable W-—f. 


Doct.9.1/c 1zve in an Age of great Prophane- | 


neſs and Infideiity, which 25 reaay to take all oc- 
Caſions to reproach Reit21on, and expoſe it 4 
a Cheat and Inpoſture, and to ncg/ett no Oppir- 
eunity to blacken the Clergy, as Men of no Faub 
nor Religion themſelves, though they mabe « 
great noiſe about it to ſerve ther own Lanes © 

wt, 
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| tend commands us fo to do, vyhich I own like- 


Uſd. It may be, DoRor, there may be ſome 
{axthe'World is never without them ) who are 
Men of ſuch Principles as you deſcribe them to be; 
hut if there were none, ſuch proceedings as theſe 
of yours, are enough to create ſome : Though 
God forbid all ſhould be condemn'd for one, tor 
1 an verily perſuaded there is not more Pious, 
Sincere, Religious honeſt: Men upon the face of 
the Earth than our Clergy of Eng/and in general, 
{hut here is matter enough for Cenſure ) and as 
for Particulars ler the World judge. 

Dedt. 10. It 5s 2ime' to give check to ſuch un- 
ebriftian Cenſures, if we have any regard to our 
common Chriſtianity: and ſince ſome little Wri- 
tet among them (who are too kead-ſtroug to be 

ed jg Wiſer Men ) ingroſs the Church and 
g 


Eeeion ro themſelves, and repreſent all who 
-have vaken the Oaths, _ the Clergy,as Apo- 
fates, at leaſt from the Church of England, «sf 
we from the Chriſtian Fazth. 

Anſi. This indeed is a buſineſs of dangerous 
uence, and ought to be ſpeedily remedi- 


' &;/buris it cither berrer or worſe than what you 


neffect formerly ſer forth, in your grand and 
dearly beloved Doctrine of Now-reſiſtance ? Firit 
preach up Non-reſiſtance, then refuſe the Oaths, 
when wudered ro you ; till after half a Years 
Confideration, your W —-fe's Perſuaſion, and 


- fear of being ſuſpended, you take them, and 


then you give no good Reaſon vvhy you did nor 
take them, nor hh you did take them neither ; 
Can you imagine that Peoples Tongues will be 
filent at ſuch irregular unheard of Proceedings as 
theſe? had you took them at firſt all had been 
vell. 


Eng- 


wiſe : But how comes' this vaſt roman: De 
or, in your Judgment, pray conſider, if -here i 
not ſufficient marrer to fer Tongues and Pens tc 
on vvork : Who can be filent to ſee fo Reverenc 
and Learneda Divine as Dr. S—k ſo much over- 
ſeen ? Bur to proceed to your next Paragraph. . 

Dock. 412. But it ſeems it will not ſerve my 
ern to offer ſuch Reaſons as will juſtifie my Cota 
Pliance now, unleſs Ican give a good Reaſon wh 
1 did not take the Oaths befare, that is, I muſt 
give ſuch Reaſons as will equa'ly prove, that no 
Man ought to have taken the Oaths before ; a 
that they ought to take them now. | 

Paraph. Fhe World vyould extort a ſincere 
Confeilion from me, hovy I expected a ſudden 
Change of the Times, therefore delayed the time 
ri I ſee my old M —r beaten ; Then hovy my 
W—..f: perſuaded me to recant ; bur ler them 
judge as they pleaſe, Iam reſolved ifI can rode 
fend my felf- For thus much I fay I had Reaſon 
for not taking them then, and I had Reaſon fo 
taking of them novy: but yyhat my other Reaſons 
was I vvillnot divulge, this may very vvell be the 
Conftruction of your Words, no Man of Senſe 
think vvill deny. 

Doct. 13. Theſe are very hard Task-Maſters, 
and no doubt have very hind deſigns in it —— 
What if I was not ſo well ſatisfied about this 
matter b:fore as I am now, is any Man forbid. 
den to grow Wiſer ? and upon a thorough Exams 
nation of things, to alter his mind when be ſees 
good Reaſon for it ? 

Parapb. What if I had not ſuch a proſpect o 
Preferment before, as I have novy ; 1s any Man 
forbidden to vyear a Mitre, or after having made 
a firm Promiſe or Vow, if he ſees it vvill be for 
his Intereſt, vvhy ſhould he nor break it 2 Half a 
Years Conſideration, large Promiſes, and a W--fes 
Perſuaſions, are ſtronge Inticements for a Man to 
break his Promiſe or Oaths either. 

Doct. 14. So that without producing the ay 
ſons of my DiſſatisfaRion bates, or being obli- 
ged to anſiver them, having never them 
publick, I think it very fair to give a ſatisfa« 
Aory Reaſon now, for my taking of this Oath, 
hoping that what hath ſatisfied me may have the 
ſame effet upon ſome others, that will have the 
Patience impartially to conſider it, 

Anſiw. Novv, Doftor, you folloyy the Exams- 
ple of Holy Writ, vvhen you are Converted, 
Strengthen your Brethren ; bur it vvill be ja very 
hard thing, and almoſt impoſſibie ro perſuade 
thoſe Men ( vyhom you have formerly perſuad- 


PIP Cn 0 mer FE CES Coe 
antharv vil "area Div emateiOre > And'r IX ; 
nt bring 2 ==Þ ; lever. 
th of a Sk Ur? ris art undou 


if to, it had been a very diſcreet part in you, in 
my Opinion, ro have publiſhed rhem ro farisfie 


-the World; bur you {tuck ( or rather ſomething 

ſick in your Stomach) and had ſtuck there till Sk 
*this day , had you not been relieved by Biſtop - I have nor done out of any Malice to your aj 
'Over Convocation Book, { or a proſpect of lo- ſon, bur ro- your proceedings, not Tor:fy a 
ſing your Place, if you do not Swear, or gg king the Oaths, bur for taking of them naſa 
a better if you did togerher with the perſua 10Ns For I- heartily vviſh, all Engl ” (i 
Tom Dnkncs othe RIGHT WAY. | = ht ro be) vvere really true loyal Siby 

Darknefs ro the RIGHT WAY ro Their Majeſties King }5//;am and'Que 
Do&t. 15. Then you tell the Reader you have ry, as I declare I my ſelf am: And y1 mT 

nlecs him your Confeſſor. vvrote here is nothing bur xrurh, as you aj 
* Anſw. 1 declare-I believe if I vvas your edin-your Conſcicnce it is 3) and if you b _ | 
Confefſor, and to be turned our- of. your rhing to alledge to the contrary, ler-'t 
Phace if you Gig not confeſs: your real Cogitati- knovy it. 1Now, Do&or, you: may funds 
ons to. me, as to this matter, I ſhould! have ano- not this for lucre ſake, I ſhall not; have a 

her manner of Confeſſion from you. And taicloſe pounds for:this Paper, as you had. hs 
pp all, you fay you havsreneunced no Principle Book, © but meeting with - a Hawkew-.m 
excepting- in the Caſe of Refiftance, vyhich you yours, I bought it, not bead 

&, and vvhich .is indeed the Won material —_ WW aw know . how I C——_ of it," 

_ next to the Ozthe,. | Zhas the Wages in as. little Paper as po:Hibly, I coi 
your: Charge. ... Sou-My: rp romp wg - and-is the Work of TWP, QF -thre6:Vaga © 
o ?, ee nigh right Hex was [ucpay pf a 4Lgndon: Apprentice. + nl 
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